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The Sit nation Today.
'There jeem.s to b .i feeling of confi-.flcn-

her? and at Paris that a treaty
(Of aieut v.ill be tflVcted. If that is the
3-

- suit, JFiaHi mubi back down and con- -'

r4eati! has argued against, or else
(sign ih treaty under piotest. She will
lWK4i&lly pjfw 1) cither rather than
inrfte a i?.T-wa- l of hostilities. At this
lBOnieiir lite situation is. in brief, this:

"Jlhe re;.rieniativcs of Spain have
R long argummt denying that

tlie cf tho protocol warrant the
c3im to the Philippines now made by

th Americans pleading for the
subnis5i-- n of the question to atbltra- -'

iion. It is distinctly stated by persons
ina position to know, that he American
retvly to this at the next meeting will
(be the statement the Philippines
Already and fully belonged to this
citnlry. and that therefore the appeal
Xor arbitration cannot be considered

any further discussion of the ques-

tion of title allowed: that the matte-- r of
compensation Spain's outlay for the
hetiefit of the islands may be taken up
Jam-- as a matter of equity, but apart
from all questions as to the force and
unenning of the protocol.

This would leave no icom for further
discussion on the subject of in-

demnity. It leaves no reasonable
ground for further postponement. If
the American attitude is correctly rep-

resented the Spaniards must say, at the
next meeting, whether they intend to
concede the American title. If not, the
.conference must end and America must
proceed to enforce her claims and also
prosecute the interrupted war to a fin-

ish. However, if the Spaniards do not
positively reject the American conten-
tion, there will probably be another de-

lay in order to allow the Spanish Com-

missioners to consider the demand and
communicate with Madrid. As long as

is a pretense that they are think-
ing about the matter in good faith and
not for delay, they will be allowed to
postpone a decision. We do not think
the American Commissioners appre-
ciate the gravity of the situation in the
Philippines. If did they could not
consent to a single day's postponement.
"Every day brings the menace of a con-

tact there nearer.

Another Doctor' itor.
There are reports filed in the War

Department that never see the light of
publicity. The surgeon of the Seven tj-- "

New Regiment does not in-- -
tend to have the War Office conceal
the facts in his report, but gives to the
newspapers an abstract that is an im-

portant addition to the testimony for
the prosecution that gathered by the
Alger Relief Commission. Major Rell,
the surgeon in question, positively af-

firms every hideous fact charged against
the administration of the war in

of the preventable suffering be-

fore Santiago. There was no medical
system and was a lack of medical
supplies in the hospitals to which the
wounded and the sick found their pain-
ful way. There was no hospital in the
Held for the entire Fifth Army Corps,
except that of the First Division. And
here some of the most competent of
hospital attaches, including a steward,
wet-- detached to the dirty clothes
of yellow Tever patients while the sick
and wounded were without nurses. In-
deed, everything was bad as It could
porciuly be a cf food, as w'-a- s

t$nts. medicines, med'eal attendan e.
ambulances, stretchers, and the like. In
his report Major Bell says:
, .It wis tnoiiKh to try the mot patient to wc
tlie uarehou in Santiago, filled with supplier
of all kindb ami to have only a pittance doled oui
gtudgingh- - to men whose sickness was mainb
the famine- feir. the result of unsanitary tndi
tiuna and lack of food.

He affirms that there never was a
, sufficient supply of medicines furnished

by the Government, surgeon gen- -
. eral at Washington could know noth.'ng

the failure to establish the hospital
system and to forward supplies, because

the Inspector's office had been emascu-
lated and virtually abolished by the in-

terference of the audacious civilians in
the War Office.

One of the most astounding hor-
rible of all the criminal defects of the
army in Cuba was the neglect of all
provisions for the wounded. There were
no litters and no litter-bearer- s: there
was no one to p4ck up the wounded as
they fell, stanch the flow of blood, ad-

minister stimulants to the fainting or
water to the thirsty. "When men were
not taken from the fighting line to
carry a wounded officer or a comrade
to the rear he must crawl and drag his
own painful way in long and- - often
vain search .for the surgeons. Some
lost their way or fell- fainting in the
tall where they died of hemor-
rhage or of starvation, being too weak
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to go further or even to call. The cor-
respondents saved some and found
the dead bodies of others whose lives
would have been preserved if there had
been litter-bearer- s. Major Re.l de-

scribes all this pathetic, shocking and
disgraceful condition, s c ften mention-
ed by otheis. He say. the wounded
often went without attention for twelve
and even twenty-fou- r houis. "Men
with desperate wounds had to walk or
crawl a mile or perhaps five or six miles
from El Caney and the San Juan Hill
back to El Paso house."

Sine I m From Ocpeiv
It is not the policy of The Times to

cause needless anxiety to anybody. It
appeals to its record to prove that it
'S not an alarmist and that it never de
lights in harrowing the emotions of the
people by exploiting idle rumors of im-
pending calamities. If it now touches
on the report that Senator Piatt con-

templates sending Mr. Depew to this
city as the successor of th voiceless
Murphy; in the Senate, it is not to de-

press the value of Washington real es- -

tJlttf nnv ninpp thnn tn wviniinK- - f vor
,,, ,,. ..i.,i.,nr- -

possibility of escape, nobody1' with the
welfare of this fair city at heart should

j relax his efforts to the blow.
We do not like to think Senator Piatt

has the least ill will toward Washington,
but rather that he feels a new sense of
obligation to the borough of Manhat-
tan, where the Democratic majority has
been reduced by some twenty thousand.
Yet he should consider that New York
is long since hardened to its lot, never
having fostered a hope of relief. As a
man who lives next door to a
boiler factory cannot rest during a
strike when the accustomed pounding
ceases, so the loss of Depew would dis-

turb those who have been gradually in-

durated and habituated to Depew. No-
body pretends to admire the circus
down, but everybody goes to hear him
and Mould regard the circus as a cheat
without him. Thus do we become used
to some things not in themselves enjoy-
able and are wretched without them.
Nt-- York would be uncomfortable
without Depew. But Washington has
had only enough of him to be terrorized
by the idea of his daily opening of
chestnut burrs at the Capitol. We are
within morning reach of the New York
newspapers that catch the overflow of
Depew and we get in this echoing way
all we can endure without a very tired
feeling.

If the people of this community have
in any degree incurred the animosity of
Senator Piatt, it has been through no
intentional slight. It is possible we
might have encouraged him to oratori-
cal efforts and in our festive season
have burdened his mail with more invi-

tations; we might have been more lav-

ish with (loral tributes for his desk; and
we might have done the many other
things commonly reserved for foreign
counts of doubtful authenticity but the
senator should make allowances. We
are a voteless people, and being with-
out hope of municipal offices, we have
limited our cultivation of politicians to
the District Commissioners. It is not
unnatural and not blamable if we have
tried to find consolation for our condi-
tion ranking with women. Idiots, and
Indians not taxed by priding ourselves
that Senator Piatt, at whose beck Presi-
dents and all of New York come, has
no power over us. It was a stupid mis
take and we hope it will be forgiven
and forgotten. A man who can inflict
Depew on this town for six weary
years is not to be slighted.

AVe have no desire to interfere with
Mr. Piatt's selection of a United
States Senator. We have no more to
do with it than the New York legisla-
tor. Our only aim is to save this beau-
tiful city of happy homes, the pride of
the nation, the destination of thousands
of visitors, and the meeting place of na-

tional conventions, from the blighting
presence of Depew. Our hotels depend
on visitors from the country at large,
and they may as well close their doors if
Senator Piatt is merciless. There is no
possible attention we will not show to
either Mr. Choate or Mr. Root, or even
Mr. Odell, as the senator from New
York, and nothing that Senator Piatt
can enjoy will be refused by a grateful
community of nearly three hundred
thousand souls if he will spare us.

The CIirlHtcnliiK: of the AVlwconsiii.

Wisconsin has a new theme for ora-
tory, entirely apart from the Spanish
war or the political situation. It
is connected with the christening
of the battleship Wisconsin. There
was some trouble about the chris-
tening of the Illinois, most of the
trouble centering in Chicago, and
never going any farther. Certain
temperance societies of the "Windy City
wanted the authorities to baptise the
ship with water, and one brilliant soul
advanced the theory that it would be a
good thing to burn coal oil, cotton-see- d

oil, and lard In a pan on the prow of
the vessel as a fragrant, temperate, and
impressive ceremony. But nothing of
the kind was done. The ship was chris-
tened with good wine in the

way.
In regard to the Wisconsin, Milwau-

kee, as the spokesman of the State, has
something to say. Milwaukee's idea Is
hat not wine, but beer, should be pour-- d

on the waters when the proud bat-iesh- lp

of the Wolverine State is launch-
ed upon her glorious career. Beer, it is
xplained, is the particular drink of the

Vorth. It corresponds with the 'brown
aje of England. Wine was unknown
to the Vikings, our sea-goin- g prede
cessorsr It is unknown to Wisconsin
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folk in general. Why, then, use wine to
christen a Northwestern battleship, rep-

resenting a State which boasts of the
biggest breweries in the Union, and
makes no wine at all? California may
use wine for her battleship when it
comes on the scene: the effete cities of
the East may dig wine bottles out of the
cellars of their bloated bondholders for
such occasions, but Wisconsin will have
none of It. Wisconsin wants beer.

Whatever may be thought iibout the
sentiment of breaking a beer bottle over
the nose of a United States battleship,
it is undeniable that beer is coming to
be our national drink. This was pointed
out by the late Harold Frederic in that
unique work of his, ' 'I . Damnation of
Theron Ware." He i his observa
tions into the mouth of an Irish priest,
who declares that In beer the Ameri-
can people have found a drink which is
exactly what they need a stein Which
cheers, but not inebriates. The priest
does not defend drinking in general: he
is only a philosopher whft sees that'here
and there in the progress of the world a
compromise must be made, and he con-
tends that the volatile,, ner'vous nature
of the and the native
American alike is far better off with beer
than with whisky or wine as an habitual
drink. And anyone of observation can
see that there is something In.this. But
whether beer is "to-b- e our-- national
drink or not, it is undoubtedly the
State drink cf Wisconsin, and Wiscon-
sin intends that, if possible," it shall
figure In the impressive ceremonial of a
battleship christening.

On the whole, it was good of Blanco to
aprec to go away by the first of. January.
He has squeezed an Immense amount of
money out of the island and will be able
to retire from the army and build castles.
It is pretty clear that the deudlock would
never have been broken If Blnnco had
been obstinate. The real cause of his sur-

render is the failure of Sagasta to send
money for the payment of the troops and
his fear of a revolt that would make his
life insecure. Brave as he is on paper,
he doesn't fancy a mob at his heels.

It isn't only a tine senlitncnt that moves
Chamberlain and other Englishmen to
hope for closer relations and an under-
standing with America. The Englishman
has just as keen a sense of the material
benefits of such a relation as the Ameri-- "

can". Intimacies bas-e- on mutual advan-
tages are the most enduring.

After four months' peace under the pro-

tocol it is interesting to read in the
newspapers that "Spam has agreed to give
up Cuba."

Some of the funds gathered in by the
thrifty Blanco have evidently been distrib-
uted among the Cuban editors at Santiago.
After lllling themselves up with American
rations thes-- editors blackguard the
Americans and demand their withdrawal
from the island. A little liberty quickly
runs Into license in the hands of men just
freed from the Spanish yoke. The abusive
Cubans are demonstrating their unfitness'
to govern themselves.

The New York newspapers misled their
readers by announcing that the thlrty-threc-ye-

display of meteors would take
place this year of next. Many
persons lost their sleep without seeing
shooting stars enough to pay for it. Even
next year the shower may not be very
wonderful, though it will surpass that of

' ' " : 'this year.

The peace jubilees were untimely and
they were the cause of no little sufferingr
Many others beside General Graham
caught cold from the exposure at
Philadelphia, as well as Chicago, and
some have died. And still peace is not
assured, but the President asks the Sec-

retary of the Navy 'abdul 'the "warships
available for hostile demonstrations. First
catch your peace.

On its face Spain's latest document is a
rejection of all the American claims to
the Philippines. She must now either back
down squarely or rise from tHe"grf'me.

Slutc-Wrlti- in

' (From the Seientific American.)
An interesting test is .t follows: A person

wiifes a n on the --late and place? it face
down the table when the nullum isMiot look-
ing. The latter now takes his" seat at the table
places one hand on the slate, as abo decs the
skeptic; the other hand it placed on the med-
ium's forehead. With the disengaged hand the
mtdiuin now proceeds to write on the upper
surface of the- slate. When he has finished, the
communication is read, and it is found to he
a correct answer to the question on the other
side of tlie slate. To perform thi seeming im-

possibility, the medium has to employ a table
containing a trap smaller than the frame of the
slate. When the slate is placed on the table,
the medium shifts it over this trap and the
trap is then open and by means of mirrors in
the body of tlie table the writing is reflected to
the vcrj place where the medium is sitting, and
it is cas to then give an answer to the question.
Double mirrors arc used in order to cause the
reverse writing on tlie mirror to be again revers-
ed.

A Pretty Inine Story.
(From the Kennebec Journal.)

A Dar Harhor gentleman tells this story of how
the squirrels on White Islands often spend their
time in feeding a Hock of sheep from a certain
orcliard there. He says that lip and hi3 compan-
ion, who were dutk shooting there last fall, had
stopped to re- -t in an old field, in which there
was an orchard. A flock of sheep was feeding
near by. It was not long before their attention
was called to the chirruping of some squirrels
in the thicket, and they were surprised to see
the sheep suddenly slop feeding and manifest
great excitement. Tlie squirrel went into the
orchaid and, climbing into one of the trees, re-

sumed their loud chatter, evidently calling the
since tho flock made at once for the

appletrec. Then the squirrcjs began to bite off
the apples, which fell among tlie hungry sheep,
who would struggle for the fruit like so many
fchoollxns. The squirrels seemed to enjoy the
fun, and after they had enjoyed a few apples
from the first tree they skipped fo a distant tree,
for which the sheep would make in great confu-
sion. After the squirrels had thus enjoyed an
hour's fun with their fleecy neighbors, and sup-
plied them with a sufficient quantity of the
fruit, they scampered back to their haunts ;'n the
thicket, leaving the sheep to resume their, grar- -

HnrmleHM ItnttlcHiinlceH.
(From the Atlantic Monthly.)

I have seen a good many rattlesnakes per-
haps a hundred or more in the Sierra Mountains,
but I have never intentionally disturbed them,
nor have they disturbed me to' any great extent,
even by accident, though they were oftentimes
in danger of being stepped on. Once, while on
my knees kindling a fire, one glided under the
arch made by my arms.

Tlie last time I sauntered through the big
canyon I saw about two a day. One was not
coiled, but neatly folded in a narrow space be-
tween two cobblestones on the side of the river,
his head below the level of them, ready to shoot
up like a for frogs or birds.
My foot spanned the space alwve within an inch
or two of his head, but he only held it lower.
In .making my way through a particularly tedious
tangle of buckthorn, I parted the branches on the
sido of an open spot and threw my bundle of
bread into it, and when, with my arms free I
was pushing through after it, 1 saw a small
rattlesnake dragging its tail from beneath my
bundle. ".Vhen he caught sight of me he eyed
me angrily, and with an air of righteous indig-
nation seemed to be asking why I had thrown
that stuff on him. He was so small I was inclin-
ed to alight him, hut he struck out so angrily I
drew back and approached the opening from the
other side. But he had been listening, and when
I looked through the brush I found him con-
fronting me still with a ex-
pression. In vain I tried to explain that. I only
wanted my bread; he stoutly held the ground
in. front cf it, and I was afraid that aa he
came nearer he might close in on me and strike,
before I could get away in such a tangle: so r'just went back a dozen rods and kept .still for
half an hour, and when I returned found he "had
gone.

GOLD IMPORTED INTO

THE UNITED STATES

UALAXCE OF TRADE IX OUR FAVOR

.ExporintioiiH of GooiIm In Evcomm of
Importations for lit; Flrat Time

in" u. Peemle.

The importations of gold Into the United
States in the year IMS are by far the
largest in tlje history of the Government,
and the exportations the smallest in
many years', while the production of gold
from our own mines will prove the largest
in years.

The Octobfernfithtement of imports and
exports justitissned by the Theasury Bu-

reau of Statistics shows that the total
Imports of gold In the ten months end-
ing October "31, 1898. are $143.63S,093. which
Is more that? 50 t'jjjr cent in excess of the
.amount imtiprtpJ In the corresponding
period of any preceding year.

The exporfii during that time have been
but $14,C1,W9, Which is less than In the
corresponding of any preceding
year for mqrejlian a decade. This gives
the enormoup balance of ?123,a9G,24t; of gold
importations' in ''excess of gold exporta-
tions. In only one other year In the
decade havejtte ten months ending with
October shown rfn excess of Imports of
gold over the exports, that occasion be-
ing In 1896, when the excess of Imports
was $37,085,531. In- - all other years from
3SSS to 183. the .October returns showed
for the tcp montha,,af the calendar year
an excess of exports of gold aver the im-
ports of that article! that of 1893 being
JI3,247,3C0 and 1S94, ??..S0S,:!22.

This unprecedented How of gold into
the United States is 'accounted for in part
at least by the enormous balance of trade
In our favor, which the ten months of the
year afford. In those ten months the to-

tal imports of merchandise amounted to
but $527,757,054, while the "total export was
$387,954,250. a balance of trade in our fa-

vor of $4GO,20",802. The total exports of
merchandise for the month of October,
1898, amounted to $11S,GSG,:, a sum larger
than In any preceding October, in the his-

tory of the country, the figures for Oc-

tober, 1897, being 3111.741,517, and those for
October, 1896. $113,516.K6.

The following table shows the imports
and exports oLgold In ten months of the
calendar year, In each year since l&SS

also the excess of imports or exports:
The enormous importation of gold ih

excess of the exportation of this article'
is plainly perceptible In the Increased cir- -
culaiion shown by the figures of the
Trpniiirv r.n-irtmn- t Tin. ii:it- -
ment of the trold In the Trrnsurv shows a
gold balance of $212,805,601, while the gold i
?.. i i... .... --.'.' , . i"' mv"""-'- ' "j3.w'- -
816,727, being greater than on
November 1, of last yo.tr. and nearly
$200,000X00 more than lin Julv 1. ISte. In '

which month it touched its lowest point
In several years.

The total money in circulation at the
beginning of the present month Is shown
by the Treasury figures to have been

against $1,705,732.1-0- at the cor-
responding date last year, and $1,509,725,-20- 0

on July 1. 1S96, the Increase In circula-
tion in the past year having been

and since July 1. 1896, $335,S30,5S2.

The following table shows the gold in
circulation and the total money in cir-
culation at the beginning of each month
during the past three years:

Date. Oold in Money in
3 Circulation. Circulation.

1S9.'..

Kov. 1 $175,181,593
Dec. 1 450,252.101

1SUC.

Jan 1

Keb. 1

Mar. 1 4t.",23'.ri91
April 1 443,912.25--
May- - 1 454.225,ft- -

June 1 455.S7C.4--

July 1 , v .' tS3.
Aug. 1. ...:... ?.?-..-. 445.2ir3.yj4'

,!...,.,.., 4C3,4V.J39
Oct." 1 ." 473,771,190
Nov. 1

' "...'...', 5H;,S40.-17-

Dec. 1 J '. .516,729,86--
1S97. i ' I

Jan. 1 ,.rt 517.7n.223
Feb. 1 ,.., 51.',.4(a.l2n
Mar. 1 5in.315,6U--
April 1 5l7,li-.,75-

7

May 1

June 1 520.221, Di"
July 1 -- ... 4 519,116075
Aug. 1 .1 ; 519.074,302

Oct. ll ..: J 52S,0US,75:t
"Nov. 1

Dec. 1.. "IS" 514.19I.74S
1S0S.

Jan. 1 . . .
Keb. ...J551.5SJ.924
.Mar. 1 ... 55..'S!.SS2
April 1.... ...5S2,1),742
May 1 UT 617.O3S.--1-

June 1 ...649,571.&l
Julv 1 ...
Aug. 1 ..j1(43,-24'.O.-

Sep. 1 ..I" 180.693, 166
Oct. 1 ... 622.619.S1 2
Xov. 1 ... 0J9.S16.727

CLAIMS AGAI5ST THE
BALTIMORE AND OHIO

MUST HE FILED IX AVIIITI.VG"

Special MnsferH Appointed j0 Axecr- -
tnin ami the Amount mill

Xuturc of Them.
The petition of the Mercantile Trust

Company of New York for the appoint-
ment of special masters to ascertain and
report tho amount, and nature of all in-

debtedness of and claims against the Bal-
timore and Ohio Railroad Company was
granted in an order signed by United
States Judge Morris yesterday.

Messrs. A. S. Dunham and Arthur L.
Spamer were the special masters appoint-
ed. Mr. Dunham has been a special mas-

ter In the Baltimore and Ohio litigation.
Mr. Spamer, who is deputy clerk in the
United States court, was appointed be-
cause of his special knowledge and famil-
iarity with the case, and the great con.
venience his appointment will be to the
persons interested.

It is provided in the order that all
claims against the Baltimore and Ohio,
except mortgage liens, shall be filed in
writing with the special masters, under
oath, by February 1, 1S09. As soon as pos-
sible after that date the special masters
are to report to the court a schedule of
all claims filed under the order.

The "Lnuiieli of the Pntlillndcr.
The Pathfinder, the new United States

Coast Survey steamer, which is now un-

der construction, will be launched at the
Crescent ship yards of Lewis Nixon at
Elizabethport, N. J., December 7. The
Pathfinder is 196 feet over all, 165 feet on
the waterllne, 33 feet beam, and has a
depth of about 20 feet. Her available
sjeed will be twelve knots. She will be
christened by Miss Ruth Crandon, a niece:
of Secretary Gage.

Loaded AVltU .Money.
(From the San Francisco Examiner.)

in the Los Angeles county jail
had an interesting experience recently on the
arrival of two Chinese from San Diego pending
deportation. Tlie men had been searched by
the San Diego officers and were reported to have
no articles on their person?, but the Los Angeles
jail officials thouRlif il would he just as well to
apply- - their methods r,of investigation, and the
outcome was a lot of money, nuggets, and gold

' 'dust.
The coolies lind kittle packages of gold dust

carefully packed, Jiway between the toes; others
were braided into strands of their cues; bank-
notes were clevi-'rly- stitched into the lining of
their hats and U;.cteascs of their clothes. In
fact, almost evry0place mentionable and un-

mentionable, whcie Sf'ini bills or gold dust could
be hidden contained, its quota, the total found
amounting to something over $40 in bills, aa
much more in sHvtjand no one knows exactly
how much goldldust .from Lower California
mines. C5'S

The money, belongs to the Chinese,
but if thcyjjad orotfulloved-t-o keep it on their"
persons' wliiie" lo0cd up tlrey would surely have
been robbed of etoerj'.cent by the other prison-
ers. N

BBIIEF (J0MM1SSI0N

DECIDES TO DISBAND

IT HAS EXl'EXDED .0,000

The Organization Did Excellent
IVorli During- the Five IoiitIi

War AVIth Spain.
The National Relief Commission, which

was organized at the beginning of the
war with Spain, and which has accom-
plished a vast amount of relief among
the soldiers, Jn field, camp and hospitals,
will close up Its affairs as soon as possi-
ble. This action was decided on
at a meeting held in Philadelphia,
yesterday, which was attended by nearly
every member of the executive commit-
tee, and only when assured by the

at Washington that further
work by the cornmfssion among the sol-

diers was not necessary.
During a little more than five months

the commission has expended in money
and supplies, which were contributed
mostly by the people of Philadelphia,
nearly $150,000. It has --maintained sup-
ply tents in Porto Rico, Santiago and
Manila and in nearly all the camps in
the 1'nlted States. Oflicial representa-
tives In these camps have looked person-
ally to the welfare of the soldiers, and
have distributed tons of supplies and
medicines. Particular attention has been
accorded the sick In the different camps,
and many lives have been saved.

A special committee, consisting of the
officers and chairmen of the various com
mittees, with power to add to its num- - t
ber, has been appointed to wind up the
affairs of the commission, and this com-
mittee will meet at the call of President
Converse, probably in the early part of
next week.

Among other things a conference will
bo held between the committee and Major
Peyton to adjust the compensation for i

the hospitals of the city for their care or
sick soldiers.

Another committee, composed of Presl
dent Converse, Gen. Wagner; i

Edmunds, and Seeretarv French, was an-- I

pointed at yesterday's meeting to prepare j

report of what the commlsion has ac
complished during Us existence and send
the fame to the-- Secretary of War.

Secretary French was instructed to pre-
pare a report for Surgeon General Stern-
berg relative to the condition of affairs
in Porto Rico, where the commission will
discontinue Its work on December 1. The
commission has received complete lists
of all the soldiers who were killed In the

( field or who died from wounds or diseases
( in the hospitals of Porto Rico; al&o the
j location of their graves.
! A letter mis received from Seeretarv
I Alger, In reply to a communication from '

Secretary French, saying that hereafter ,

irr..K.nri: .. hcifoi cMr, , r,. -

;;, :",'. :.:r. """:-'-"r- . :: ,"".rrvlded with clothing, shoes and other nee
essaries. Medical inspectors will be
placed on all trans-port- s to and from
('tibd. Porto Rico and Manila. In addition
to the regular surgeons.

OUR AMIABLE
ENEMY ON THE SEA

COTi:STS FOK THE YACHT CLP

In tlie Ciiining Event the Sliiimroclc,
llnilt of Xh-ke- l Stt-el- , Will

llace the Defender.
London. Nov. 17. Upon the Shamrock

all England bases hopes of carrying the
American victorious cup back to the
white cliffs of Britain.

The construction of the friendly enemy
to the yachtsmen of our cousins across
the waters will not be commenced until
the new year's birth has been heralded to
the world, but the lines have been laid
out for her building and if she doss not
win in the next international cup race
the mother country may as well own up
for all time that hej only daughter is too
far ahead in the age of yachting progress
ever to compete with again.

Tlie new English yacht, which will be
named the Shamrock, is pregnant with
portent for the young Duke of York, who
is going to America to witness the com-
ing contest.

It is learned that she will be
built of nickel steel, giving lighter dis-
placement than ordinary steel. Special
linen sails have been ordered from Bel-

fast and she will be built on a model
never before sailed in British waters.

All yachtsmen in England feel that tho
next international race will be the great-
est In point of interest that has ever en-

gaged the attention of the boating world.
Several members of the royal family of

England v. ill cross the ocean to witness
it.

VAUDEKLIP'S TEIP
TO THE ANTILLES

Goes to Obtain the Views of the Na-
tives on Turin" anil ltevenuc

tuentioiiM.
Tlie proposed visit of Assistant Secre-

tary of Treasury Vanderlip to the Antilles
for the purpose of examining the tariff
currency and internal revenue matters,
has caused considerable comment among
the high officials in the Treasury. The
object of Mr. Vanderlip's trip to the isl-

and is to gain personal knowledge of the
views of the natives on all tariff and
revenue questions. lie will leave Wash-
ington on Saturday and visit San Ju-in- ,

Ponce, Santiago and Cienfuegos. He wh!
make a daily report to the Secretary of
the Treasury.

WILL REPRESENT
WEST VIRGINIA

Governor Atkinson Appoints Dele-
gates to the Xntlonal Pure Food

Shoiv and Drug Cork rests.
Gov. Atkinson, of West Virginia, yes-

terday appointed the following delegates
to represent West Virginia in the Na-

tional Pure Food and Drug Congress, at
Wasnington, D. C, beginning January IS,
1S99: Chris Schnepp, of Wheeling, drug-
gist; William Hamilton, of Fairmont,
druggist; W. Graves Hubbard, of Charles-
ton, wholesale grocer; E. L. Dunn, of Red
Sulphur Springs, agricultural; J. B.
Hicks, Mouudsville, agricultural; G. B.
Gibbons, Parkersburg, agricultural; Gen.
George C. Bowyer, WInfleld, agricultural;
William McMahon, Wheeling, food manu-
facturer.

AVnfchiiifr the Stomach.
(From the Western Electrician.)

The applications of the fiontgen rays, espec-
ially in the domain of medicine and surgery, are
of constantly widening ussfulncss, although one
hears Icia of them in the daily press, now that
the keen edge of novelty has been blunted by a
world's appreciation. Two field's of exploration
made possible by tlie fluorescence of vacuum
tubes, and recently entered, are of noteworthy
promise. One is the examination 'of lung tissue
in the case of consumption. The healthy lung
gives comparatively little shadow in the scia-
graph, "white the diseased tissue has a much
darker appearance in the picture. It U thus
possible to "ascertain exactly the part affected,
and to attempt palliative or remedial treatment
accordingly.

Tlie other recent use of the Hontgen ray of
especial value is ill observing the movements
of the stomach and its contents in the prelimi-
nary digestive' process. By mixing subnitratv of
bismuth, whicITis said to be a harmless powder,
with the food, the movements of the stomach
may be seen by means of the fluoroscope under
suitable conditions. The knowledge thud gained
is of, great importance to the physiologist and
the physician, as jnany facts, hitherto unknown
are revealed. ,.

It is not strange Hut an English writer play-
fully remarked that the y may yet be em-
ployed" to read the riddle of tho Sphinx. It is
certain that" Trot Ttontgen gave to the world a a
discovery which is bringing to mortal gaze many"
of the mysteries ,ot nature.

THE PRIDE

The French army, to "save whose honor
human beings are crushed like ants and

Justice smitten in the face, is really a no-
ble organization notwithstanding the cor-
ruption that may exist among some of its
superior olllcers, observes the Chicago
Times-Heral- The army is organized on
laws passed by the national assembly cf
1S72. These have been modified, enlarged
and adjusted by additional laws voted by
varlous legislatures from IS73 to 1892. To
understand the very deep concern that is
felt about the army by the French people

a concern similar to ours about the vol
unteersone need only remember that by
law there Is universal liability to arms,
and that substitution or enlistment by
payment of money is forbidden. Any
French citizen between the ages of 2) and
45 who has not been pronounced unfit for
military service may be called upon at
any time to become a soldier, either in
the active service or in the r served.
Thus it will be seen how personal a mat-
ter the military becomes for eveiy
Frenchman.

There Is a law U&2), supplemented by
later laws, providing that the yearly
contingent must serve three years in thr
active service, ten In the reserve perti-
nent army to the regular army, six In
the territorial army and six in the ter-
ritorial reseve. The army in the active
service Is made up of all the young men

"the flower of France" who have
reached the age of 20. The reserve t.at
Is held immediately behind this actlearmy consists of the men who have serv-
ed out their time In the active army.
These two branches of the French army

that is, the actives and the active re-
servesare drawn from over the whole of
France and are distributed over the whola
of France. The territorial army and its
reserves, however, are assigned to loca-
tions fixed by the administration from
time to time.

The budget for the present year shows
that the peace strength of the Frencharmy amounts to 346,044 men Of this to- -
taI number 26.102 are olflcers. These fiK
ures describe the home army alone end
mean that the nation has that manv men
at hand in France. The army In Algiers
consists of 55,311 men, of whom 2.197 are j

officers, and the army in Tunis consists
of 13.548 men, of whom 552 are officers.
Add the numebr of the home army to that
of the army abroad and the total will be
613.413, of whom 9,151 are officers. Includ-
ing all the departments the French armv
1ms 142,038 horses In its service. If France l
were called upon to engage in war withany European nation at this time she
would be ready to put into the field 541- .-
026 for the active army alone, and 25,790
ror tne gendarmerie and the republican
guards. That Is a pretty good fighting
force to throw into antinn t .r, - '

thn,h,.0..... ;,",",..r:, ;:
our big volunteer army in the Spanish
war. but had our enemy been France in--
stead of Spain, what another story we I

would be telling now. France, back oV her !

superb army, has a grand store of men to
ur.iv on. rne number of mm Il.nhlr. tn
"""-r- - sen ice in r ranee is estimated
thus: The active armv and Its rpn-- :
..11 Tl . ,j .,. 'I- - ." vcii-iiiin- soioiers. z,ztf.W); the ter-
ritorial reserve. l.UO.tttf. These give agrand total of 4.3"0eo0. Such a tremen
dous force as this would not of course
tie available at once. But if Franc wpw
called upon to put forth its best military
strengtn quickly she could brine; into ae
tion with no trouble whatever an army
oi at least j.oiv.ww men.

CURRENT HUMOR.

Opportunity.
(From the Philadelphia Xorth American.)

"Still, lning at a boarding-hon-- has its ad- -
Taniages.

"I don't know of any."
"ell, there are generally a few umbrellas

aroumi that one may borrow."

liOiitc-I.lve- ii Memories.
(From the Cleveland Plain Dealrr.)

Sadly he carried his umbrella to the gjrrtt.
"I won't forget you for sometime, old friend."

he said, as lie cently care.-e- d the handlebar.
"Tlie payments will g- - on jit,: the same."

A Inlerlnl Difference.
(From the Boston TMit-cript-.)

Kuddy There is - a decided differ-
ence in the meaning .. two words which ap-
parently rm-- in the same riling.

Ihiddy That's so. For intame. between 'pull-
ed" and "extracted," in reference ro the teeth,
there is a difference of alxmt 75 cents. Wtimes an even dollar.

Kneiv the Hopes.
(From Jud-re.-

Jagcles It is remarkable that a minister could
go and get evidence against those gambler-- .

IVatTKle It is. indeed, for gamblers are
to know a good thins when they ,. it.

A Pertinent Ol-o- r ution.
(From the Detroit Free Pre-- .)

"Stuhnist. the critics ay your lok 'hows
great pnirai-- e for the future."

"Future? Great Jupiter can't a man ever do
anything good and then quit?"

Hard to Clmoic.
(From the Karwas City Mar.)

"Young man." aij the minister to the heed-
less sinner, "hive you ever thought on tour fu-
ture life?"

"Yes a great deal, and do you know I can-
not make up my mind between Porto Itico and
the Philippines."

U"liIeIoni.
(From Truth.

Officer of the Day (making hi- - rnidniirlit round)
Let me inspect your gun. -

Volunteer Sentrj Who are you. anyhow?
Officer of the Dm-- I'm oflicer.of rhe da v.
Sentry Then what in thunder ire vou doing

out this time of night?

T.oveN Calendar.
(From the Chicago Hceord.)

When all the world was bloom.- mv dear.
My life was lure indeed;

llv song- - of love yon would not hear,
Its sighs j on would not heed.

But now when frost lias seared the vine.
When autumn claims its dole.

Though flowers le dead, jour lund in mine
Mjkes summer in my sonl.

Bright.
(From the Chicago News.)

Tlie fiood Man What have you eicr done to
make the world a brighter place?

Walking Delegate I've done a good deal. Or-
ganized more'n twenty unions
last j ear.

ChoHe Slavery.
(From the New York Weekly.)

Ethel I have the choice of being an old manV
darling cr a young man's slave, and I've decided
to be a young man's slave.

Clara My dear, I think you are foolish, but I
wish you happiness.

Clara (a few years after) What became of that
meerschaum pipe brother John gare your hus-
band Christmas?

lithel I burned it up.

Knew Her Business. -
(From Ihe Cincinnati Enquirer.)

"Your face looks wonderfully familiar to me,"
said the mashing gentleman.

""o doubt," said the ycung lady, briskly. "I
have appeared in all the leading "dailies titer a
recommendation for Dr. Culler's Celebrated Dys-
pepsia Destroyer. I am now acting 33 agent for
the same, and have, by the merest chance, a
bottle of the incomparable remedy with me,
which I am sure you will-bn- alter nunih-tiri-

so much interest in me. It's "only a dollar."

Severe.
(From Harjier'i B.izar.)

"I wouldn't have refused that young man if I

I'd been you," said a maiden aunt to her joung
and frisky niece.

"I don't think 1 would' either if I'd been you,"
retorted the friskv maiden.

Dining- - in rarnguay.
(From the Xew York Times.)

In Paraguay it is considered "the real thing"
to dine with the rich natives. All European and
American tourists who reach that faraway South
American country find a great fascination in be-
ing invited to a native's bouse. They never eat a
meal without drinking a pint 'of water before-
hand to prevent indigestion, nor will they serve

visitor who does not do likewise. It is jiced-les- s

to add that Paraguay is full of indigestion,
and the custom is continually kept up.

NOTES OF THE DAY.

The British Museum has a b!cycle sta-
ble.

Electric light has been used to stimulate,
the growth of plants.

The total asssessed valuation-- of Cali-
fornia is $1.130,SS;,97.

About 5,000 words In the English ge

have no rhymes.
The letters received by the German Em-

peror number COO a day.
Kangaroo tails are esteemed a delicacy

in London. They are used for soup.
The vestry of Battersea has decldid to

put up a refreshment booth In its ceme-
tery, r

Two hundred and seventy-fiv- e medfcml.
periodicals are-- published In th Tlnirwr
States.

Thirty-si- x deserted wives applied to thef
Charity Board of St. Joseph. Mo., in one,
day last month.

No married man In Vienna
to go up in a balloon without the consent
of his wife and children.

. Col. Joseph Henry, of Vanceburg Ky
is the great-grands- and only Iivinjr de-
scended of Patrick Henry.

In India the average duration of the lif
of the natives is twenty-fou- r years, as
against forty-fo- in England. '

It is estimated that over fifty thousand
people used the public bath house in
Hartford. Conn., last summer.

Mrs. William B. Gordon, wife of th
Porto Rican Commissioner. Is a daughter
of the first white child born In Chicago.

Dr. J. S. Coles, of Newark. N. J., has
sent Admiral Dewey a fine Barye bronze,
symbolizing America as an eagle and
Spain as a dead heron- -

Obcrlin College students are now al-
lowed to play cards in their rooms i
they wish, and some of the old friends
of the college are horrified.

Paper floors for dwelling houses are
coming Into use in Germany. They are
made of several layers of stout paper
dampened, pasted and rolled.

The smallest man who ever lived was
probably the dwarf. Bebe. born in France
in li0m He was- - w'hen a mature man, 20
5nches tall and 3 pounds in weight.

jamM S H. t-- h nr Rrtw ..,.:
arrived at the ace of etehtv-th- r v.
has given his private book collection of
10.423 volumes, to the library of that city.

It is said that a use has been found for
liquefied air.- - According to the Mining
Reporter It is now practicable to use
liquefied air in underground work, such
as mining, drfving tunnels and" sinking
shafts.

ll was a m.n wh,. bought a
kaleidoscope and brought it back, next

ayl.witn Plananon that
h "

th,e
as?d,led to play on th

thln- - without being able to get a. tune
out ,t

Viola Grtgnon. wife of Edward GrigaoH.
wh .iio,r in nn, ir.n- r ago. was the
first woman to arrive in the Klondike.
Timt it.nnui .., o. She located"v .,.!...... "i. j...- -
for herself the Bonanza claim and made

fortune.
In the eighteenth century the matros

of Poland compelled their daughter to
wear little bells to proclaim their where-
abouts. What happened when a 'way-
ward damsel removed the bells Is not
precrsely known.

A pretty English girl says that ne
thing which she likes about American so-
ciety is that one never has to "daiiewKh
spurs." In England there are always at
least a few officers at a smart ball and
their spurs play havoc with gauzt. and
chiffon gowns.

A German landlady abstracted her "ledg-
er's only pair of boots one night, and he
took the case to court, alleging that she
had subjected him to "unjustifiable Impris-
onment." He lost his case, the court de-
ciding that the bootless man is net mater-
ially hindered in pursuit of his business.

When J. A. Paulsell. a veteran of both
the Mexican and Civil wars, and now S

years old. married a woman of 22 ars.
the other day. he used a novel wedding
ring. It was of brass and was made f rem
a bit of cannon used by the Mexicans at
Chapultepee.

There Is a cat in Chicago which will eat
nothing but turkey meat, and what Is
more wonderful its owner. Tom Majr. is
willing to provide the turkey. The animal
Is nineteen years old and has disposed of
liOSt- - worth of fowl In its lifetime. U is
probably the most expensive cat in the
land.

A French railroad company has paint-
ed the outside of its passenger coaches
with poetic devices, or the images of
stars, fishes, birds, etc- -, sketched large
and in emphatic colors. The object is to
enable the passenger who leaves - the
train for refreshments to recognize-- his
own car at sight.

One of the especial treasures of the
Wellesiey College library is a double pho-
tograph of Henry M. Stanley and his
wife. Dorothy Tennant. The photograph
is framed in oak. and across the mat
Mrs. Stanley has written:

And o'er the hills and fir away
Beyond their utmw--t purple rim.

Be end the night, across the day.
Through all the world he followed Mm!

When Gladstone was premier he was
invited to meet Harry Furniss at one of
"Punch's" famous dinners. Furnlss had
"discovered" the Gladstone collar, and
was in the habit of representing the,
statesman as almost buried in one of hL?
own collars. When Gladstone appeared
at the dinner he had around his neek a
little band of white linen, as narrow as
a collar could possibly be.

In Baltimore, on All Souls Daj.- - the
members of the Womans" Literary Chb
of that city visited the various cemeteries
and placed flowers on the graves of
authors and artists. Among the graves
decorated were those of Sidney Lanier.
Edgar Allan Poe, John P. Kennedy,
Brantz Meyer, W. H. Rineurt. Junius
Brutus Booth. Richard Malcolm Johnston.
Frederick William NichoIIs Cronch. Mrs.
Tiernan and Mrs. Asia Clarke, mother of
Creston Clarke.

CIIiuliiiiK the Alps.
(From the St. Paul Post Di,pjtcii:

"There shall be no Alrw." Slid Xapoleon. and
lie drasged his army over them. .Modern science
has accomplished the same annihilation Tlie
new electric railroad up the side of GiSrnergrat.
one of the highest peaks of the range, will be
opened 'oon. So elated D the engineer with
his Micces that lie is already planning to build
a ixati up the steep accent of Mount Blanc, "the
monarch of mountains." The road up Gorner-gr-

is ten miles long and rise by a gradient
of about one fcot in five during most of its as-

cent, reaching its highest point at Ryffelalp sta-
tion. This i situated on the ridge, and is
over 10,000 t above the level of the sea and lies
between Findelen and Corner glaciers.

From Cornergrji the traveler ha a
throughout the Alps. It has long been

the favorite excuision of Swiss travelers who
it to Zermatt by a mule path with

comparative safety and comfort. Beyond a-- fot
path ascends almost to the top. but its dangers
and difficulties forbid it aseent to all but the
moit intrepid mountain climbers. The new road,
however, brings it within the reach of'alL "

Byrfelalp there overlook the entire Findelen
Valley, and the traveler might be well satisfied
to return by the way lie came. However, the
engineer has been even more considratei By re-
versing the direction of his train he carries you
right down into and through the ralley. hnng- -

you back by a beautiful eiretHtmis rente to
Zcrmatt.

The trains will be driven hy elwtricity gen-
erated fmra the torrent tint thms from the
Findelen glacier, a huge pipe down the moun-
tain side carrying the water at a high pressure
to the dinanuxs beneath the bridge. The dyna-
mos are capable of developing 1,500 horse power
and the current will be conveyed by overhead
wires to the motors attached tu the carriage".
The bridge aCTO--s the Findelen ij unique, as it
is 1(H feet above the river, or siiteen feet high-
er tlun thn bridge at Fribourg. hitherto the
highest railway bridge in SwitzerktmlT The
electric motors will drive onto a central cogged
rail, between the two ordinary rail!", as the gra-
dient is much too steep for the train to be driven
by simple; idhesioa.


